
Transit Workers Reject the 
Fast-Tracked TPP Race to the Bottom.

www.stoptheTPP.org

Transit workers in the United States and Canada are more affected by 
international trade agreements than you might think. The latest deal 
cooked-up by big business, agribusiness, and the large banks is the 
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP). 
This is just the latest scheme concocted by the wealthy elite to line 
their pockets at the expense of the middle class.  Armies of “free 
trade” lobbyists have pushed hundreds of similar deals through 
Congress and Parliament over the past 30 years. 
And, what has been their impact on working people?

DEVASTATED COMMUNITIES Trade policies are made by and 
for multinational corporations – not working people. The result has 
been a systematic elimination of good jobs that has devastated our 
communities and degraded our standard-of-living. 
The loss of good jobs and the decay of our transit systems go hand in 
hand. When a community is destroyed, its transit system goes with it.

PRO-TRANSIT LEGISLATION AT RISK The fast-tracked TPP 
scheme will nullify laws protecting the rights of the U.S. and 
Canadian governments to regulate and fund their own growing public 
transit infrastructure. The situation is already bad – and the secret 
corporate tribunals that TPP would create will have enormous new 
powers to implement big business’s anti-transit agenda. TPP would 
likely prohibit the U.S. and Canada from making the technological 
and design changes needed to make transit jobs safer.

CORRUPTING OUR DEMOCRACY In the U.S., “fast track” legislation 
is just another name for the corrupt and undemocratic process that has 
been used to ram destructive trade deals through Congress. 

If approved, “fast track” will prevent any real debate of TPP – a 
deal struck by business in almost total secrecy – by restricting 

Congressional consideration of the pact to a simple up or down vote – 
with no amendments allowed. 
On this basis alone the fast-tracked TPP should be rejected.

DESTRUCTION OF GOOD JOBS Trade deals adopted under previous 
Congressional “fast track” procedures have cost the U.S. millions of 
good jobs and have contributed to the closing of more than 60,000 
factories. Canada has been hit just as hard. People today work longer 
and harder for lower wages than at any time in recent memory due to 
these job-killing corporate policies.

EXPANDED CORPORATE POWER The fast-tracked TPP trade deal 
gives extraordinary legal rights and privileges to corporations and 
investors – including those from abroad. As a result, both Canada 
and the U.S. are rapidly losing the right to regulate corporations and 
financial firms. Free trade deals – like TPP – seek to eliminate the 
right of the U.S. or Canadian governments to protect their remaining 
manufacturing job base. “Buy American” or “Buy Canadian” laws 
and regulations are banned by deals like TPP.

SAME CAST OF CHARACTERS The corporate and political 
operators who push “fast track” and job-killing free trade schemes 
like TPP, are almost identical to those who oppose public transit and 
the good jobs it provides. Free trade advocates care about power and 
profit – not working people.

ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION Hundreds of previous free trade 
deals have weakened environmental protections and are leading to 
the wholesale destruction of our planet. More reckless “free trade” 
will make this situation even worse.
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In the U.S., call your Representative and both Senators at 202-224-3121. 
In Canada, call your Member of Parliament at 1-613-992-4793. Tell them to oppose the TPP 

and instead negotiate trade deals that lift up our living standards and protect the environment.
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